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(The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

This morning we come to the end of Psalm 22.  We have seen it could not have begun on a greater note of sadness – “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  In the same way, it could not end on a greater note of triumph.
Let’s read the text:  “Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.  They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn – for he has done it!”
We readily associate the beginning of the Psalm with Jesus as he hung on the cross.  It describes crucifixion, Jesus quoted it, the Gospel writers refer to it and so forth.

In the same way, let’s associate the end of the Psalm with the Cross as well.  Not Jesus’ suffering but his triumph.  Just as he quoted the first verse, he quoted the last.
In John 19:28-30, we read, “Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’  A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. (c.f. Ps. 69:21)  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’  With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”

The NIV translates the last verse of our Psalm, “for he has done it.”  That does not exactly sound like, “It is finished”, does it?  
But in the Hebrew of our Psalm, there is no “he” written as the subject, and no “it” written as the object.  The implied use of the pronouns is an interpretation.  The Hebrew may just as well be translated, “it is done,” or “it is finished.”

The Hebrew verb, like the Greek verb Jesus uttered, conveys the idea of a task completed, a mission accomplished, a purpose fulfilled, a triumph won.
We think often of Jesus’ agony on the cross.  This morning I ask you to think with me about his triumph and why it matters so much.  Rather than rely on the Gospels or Paul to teach us, we will rely on the Psalm.

Let’s PRAY...
Whether you translate our last verse, “He has done it,” or as “It is done,” the question still remains what “it” is that God has done.

What is this “it” that is so unique, so once and for all that we should speak of it from generation to generation?
What is this “it” that is so enduring and wonderful that it will always be a matter of great seriousness and great joy?

What is “it” that God has completed, accomplished, achieved, or won?  
The “it” has an antecedent.  It refers to something.  The first line of verse 31 leaves us in no doubt as to what it is:  It tells us future generations “will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn.”

What God accomplished through Christ on the cross was his righteousness.  We are to be taken up with this, sharing it with each other, proclaiming it to the world, passing it on to our children and grandchildren.
Righteousness is one of those very important biblical words with an elastic meaning.  It often refers to one’s character or deeds as being moral, conforming to the standard of God’s law.  But this very common meaning is secondary.
Its term was first used in Genesis 15:2.  God promised to make childless Abram a great nation and all nations through his offspring.  Abram had choice, to believe God or not, to believe that God would be His God, provide the son Abram was incapable of providing for himself, and the blessing he was incapable of bestowing himself, or to disbelieve. 

The text says, “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  What this means is that Abram was in a right relationship with God because he believed.  God accepted him on the basis of his faith.  Abram trusted God to be God, to bring to pass what he said he would.

If that faith is what made God reckon Abram as righteous, what made Abram reckon God as righteous?  The answer is God’s keeping his word, his fulfilling and accomplishing what He said He would do.
If Abram’s righteousness before God was grounded in his trusting  God for his promise, then God’s righteousness before Abram was grounded in his keeping it, of his faithfulness to Abram to keep his word.

Righteousness is a covenantal term.  It describes each party to the agreement or covenant as they uphold their part and keep their word.  
For this reason, the great exchange between God and Abram in Genesis 15 was immediately followed by a covenant ceremony of blood sacrifice.    
Abram witnessed God’s righteousness in the birth of his son Isaac, and later, in delivering him from sacrifice on Mount Moriah.  Moses witnessed God’s righteousness in the exodus.  David extolled God’s righteousness in delivering him from his enemies time and again.

God’s righteousness has been seen from the beginning in specific, concrete acts of salvation, deliverance, rescue and redemption.

When he does these things, first and foremost, they are displays of his righteousness.  Yes, they reveal God’s power, but even more, his righteousness.  Righteousness is what God does.  He keeps his covenant promise not matter what that requires.
So, in Psalm 31:14, David wrote, “Deliver me in your righteousness.”  And in Psalm 65:5, “You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness, O God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.”

Here and elsewhere, the point is made so clearly.  Our deliverance, our salvation is a matter of God’s righteousness.  Apart from his righteousness, there is no salvation.

People of faith have always known God’s righteousness extends beyond temporary deliverances from enemies, disease, injury, affliction, hunger and the rest.  
In Psalm 71:15 David wrote, “My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of your salvation all day long, though I know not its measure.”  In other words, it is greater than anything he could imagine or experience with time.
As Israel’s history of rebellion unfolded, the prophets’ focus shifted more and more to declare that the salvation Israel needed could not be accomplished apart from the coming of the Lord’s anointed or Messiah, that God’s righteousness would be displayed in him.
So Isaiah prophesied, “I am bringing my righteousness near, it is not far away; and my salvation will not be delayed.  I will grant salvation to Zion, my splendor to Israel.”  (Isaiah 46:13)
And later, he wrote, “He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him. (Isaiah 59:16)
The revelation of God’s righteousness that was needed must accomplish more than saving his people from their enemies.  It must save them from their sin, from unbelief and rebellion.  Isaiah cast the Messiah as himself an atoning sacrifice for sin, for nothing less could save Israel from God’s wrath.
Jeremiah prophesied of the Messiah, “This is the name by which he will be called:  The Lord Our Righteousness.”  God’s righteousness must be imparted to us.  It must secure our own before him.  Only a sin bearing atonement could do that.
When Jesus cried on the cross, “It is finished,” this was no lament.  It was far more than a cry of relief.  It was the most profound cry of triumph ever uttered.  All that the prophets had written of the Messiah accomplishing God’s righteousness and the salvation of His people was complete.  

And then, in his righteousness, God raised him from the dead.  And Jesus’ own prayer was answered as he faced the cross:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you
We have seen from this psalm that Jesus was born the lamb of God to suffer for us, our brother to lead us, our king to reign over the nations, and now, to prove God’s righteousness as our Savior.

What are the implications for us?  I would draw two.  Our text says the praise of God’s righteousness will occur generation by generation.  You and I are part of that.  After us there will be others, and the church will thrive.  
It will thrive not because we are clever or wise or smart, but because of God’s righteousness.  If we think of the church and its future with anything less than a sense of triumph, we have missed the point of the Cross.  He has rendered his covenant with us unbreakable.  God himself, God personally in Christ, has secured our righteousness by atoning for our sins.  His blessing is assured.
You, through sharing the faith of Abraham, are his spiritual posterity.  To you the promise has come to be blessed among the nations of the world, so that you might bless them.
The proclaiming of God’s righteousness is far more than a mere recollection of what he has done for us in Christ, but a never ending celebration his neverending grace and faithfulness.

This is the triumph of the cross carried forward, the comfort of every generation and your peace. 
You taught...

John 10: 14-16
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”
You prayed...

John 17: 20-21
My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
Thank you for thinking of us.  Thank you for praying for us.  Thank you for dying for us.  And Father, thank  you for your righteousness.  It reaches to the heavens.  It is beyond measure.
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